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Getaway with John Hagan

Tantalising Taipei

Special Contribution

By John Hagan

"Taipei 101" — "Taipei

101" is a landmark

skyscraper located in

Xinyi District, Taipei,

Taiwan. The building,

designed by C.Y. Lee &

Partners and constructed

primarily by KTRT Joint

Venture and S. Korea's

Samsung Engineering &

Construction, was once

the world's tallest

skyscraper. Taipei 101

received the Emporis

Skyscraper Award in

2004. It has been hailed

as one of the Seven New

Wonders of the World

(Newsweek, 2006) and

Seven Wonders of

Engineering (Discovery

Channel, 2005).

I last visited Taipei in 1983, and what was then a
rather drab and sprawling non-descript metropolis,
has now morphed itself with panache and verve
into a sophisticated and vibrant capital city. Cradled
in a large basin that in prehistoric times was an
enormous lake, the city’s arteries are an amalgam
of wide, tree lined boulevards, mimicking Europe’s

best, and quaint old-fashioned, back-alleyways
resonating with all the delights of Asia. Blessed
with a sophisticated service industry, cheap and
efficient public transport, a blend of modern
shopping malls and traditional night markets, the
best Chinese food in the world, and a vibrant
nightlife scene – Taipei is surely one of the most
unsung and underrated tourist destinations in Asia
with something to offer everyone.

A View from On High
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