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Published September 09, 2009 11:02 pm - OKLAHOMA CITY — Construction on a
50-story tower that will house Devon Energy Corp. remains on schedule to start
next month, a top company official said Wednesday. Klay Kimker, Devon’s
corporate services manager, said the independent oil and natural gas producer
expects to start construction on the $750 million project Oct. 1.

Oklahoma: Plans on track for construction of

Devon tower

The Associated Press

OKLAHOMA CITY —
Construction on a
50-story tower that will
house Devon Energy
Corp. remains on
schedule to start next
month, a top company
official said
Wednesday.

Klay Kimker, Devon’s
corporate services
manager, said the
independent oil and
natural gas producer
expects to start
construction on the
$750 million project Oct. 1. The tower is scheduled to be finished by the end
of 2012, with about 1,500 Devon employees moving into the downtown
building in early 2013.

Building plans have progressed despite the recession for two primary
reasons, Kimker said. The company believes the price of natural gas — at
its lowest level in seven years — eventually will rebound, and in the long
term, it will be more cost-effective to have Devon’s Oklahoma City
employees in one building.

Devon employees are scattered among five downtown buildings, only one of
which is owned by the company.

“The infrastructure to maintain that, as you can imagine, is very difficult,”
Kimker said. “There’s a huge cost to being in five different buildings. And
there’s still growth on the horizon, because natural gas is the bridge fuel of
the future.”

Even in a tight credit market, Kimker said the company found financing for
the project, which Mayor Mick Cornett has called the largest construction
project ever in Oklahoma City. Kimker said one benefit of the economic
downturn is that construction costs have dropped in the last two years.

Adjacent to the tower will be a glass rotunda that will be 100 feet tall and
100 feet in diameter, where employees will enter the building. Nearby will be
a large conference center and park.

On Wednesday, Devon and the Central Oklahoma Transportation and
Parking Authority announced that Devon is buying a portion of a parking
garage next to the tower site for $18 million. Local officials have said
downtown workers who park in the garage will be inconvenienced during
tower construction. Devon plans to expand part of the garage for the tower
project.

Houston-based developer Hines is managing the project, and Pickard
Chilton is the lead architect. Jon Pickard, a cofounder of Pickard Chilton,
has said the skyscraper will be illuminated and a large urban park nearby will
include fountains, a green space, pavilion and reflective pool.

“Our initial concept, and we’ve never wavered, is that we want all of the
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details to be completely finished and correct before we start the actual
construction,” Kimker said. “Change orders are very expensive and we
don’t want to have change orders.”

Original plans called for the tower to be 925 feet tall and have 54 stories,
but Kimker said the company’s space requirements have changed. Now the
building will be 850 feet tall, which would still make it Oklahoma’s tallest
building.

“It absolutely remakes the skyline, but I think this becomes a huge civic
center for the city as well,” said John Wood, a project officer with Hines.

The state’s tallest building is the 52-story BOK Tower in Tulsa, which is 667
feet tall. Oklahoma City’s tallest building is the 36-story Chase Tower, which
is 500 feet tall.

According to the Web site Emporis.com, there are 32 buildings in the U.S.
taller than the tower Devon is planning. Devon’s tower would be equal in
size to buildings including the Chase Tower in Chicago and the GE Building
in New York.

Read more >>
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Featured Jobs

NOW HIRING
part/temporary for data entry and
phone sales. 20 hour/week. Apply in
person at 4710 E 32nd Street.
Joplin....>MORE

NIGHT TIME
heavy duty wrecker driver with
experience. Needs tools. Call Monday-
Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
(417)358-2114....>MORE

FULL/PART TIME
Rental Maintenance. Painting, carpentry,
lifting. 10-20 hour per week.
$8-$10/hour. Resume with references:

P.O. Box 22...>MORE

OUTPATIENT PSYCHIATRIC

SOCIAL REHAB SPECIALIST
Grand Lake Mental Health Center
Miami,OK
Duties to include providing
outpat...>MORE

EXPERIENCED DRYWALL
finishers, full time
Must be able to run tools.
(417)439-8557....>MORE

DENTAL ASSISTANT

immediate opening for experienced
dental assistant in Carl Junction practice.
Medical insurance and dental benefits.
Pa...>MORE

JENKINS CREEK

now hiring fine dining, servers, maitre d’,
bartender, sous chef.
(417)548-3181...>MORE

See all ads

Featured Transportation

ARROW 2006
Scooter 150 cc, 550 miles, Adult owned.
$950.. Call 417-434-7010....>MORE

CHRYSLER 1998
Cirrus LXI, $1450
loaded, cold air, runs good.
(417)437-4424...>MORE

HONDA 2007
Odyssey Touring, only 24,000 miles,
mint condition, loaded with all the extras,
GPS, DVD player with 9” rear seat
displa...>MORE

FORD 1997
Taurus, 4 door sharp, $1390
loaded, V6, automatic, stereo.
437-4424...>MORE

TOYOTA 2007
Prius, Package 2, hard to find, clean, low
miles, must sell. 825-6737....>MORE

CHEVROLET 2001
Monte Carlo, $3250

loaded, cold air, fancy stereo.
437-4424...>MORE

BEAUTIFUL 1984
Mercedes 280SL, black, hardtop
convertible, automatic, air with rare
factory installed back seat, 73,000 miles,
$13,950 ...>MORE

ProCure OKC Special

First Night Free/Free Meals Awesome Fitness
Center
www.IsolaBellaApartments.com

The Empire State Building

Free Entry to Empire State Building You will see
New York & Save money!
www.newyorkpass.com/empire-state

Invest in Ukraine

Only if you want 415% ROI from just $2,800 - Free
Brochure
ObeliskInternational.com
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BUICK, 2001 REGAL LS,
V6, automatic, leather, nice, $3100.
(417)499-5246....>MORE

SMALL BLOCK
Chevrolet V8 and transmission, can hear

run. $400 (417)291-5360...>MORE

See all ads

Featured Homes

3/2 REMODELED
mobile + 2 1/4 treed acres + paved

road. W. of Joplin. $618/month. Qualify
for $1,450 down. Owner finance.
800-720-8503...>MORE

3/2 REDODELED
mobile + 2 1/4 treed acres + paved
road. W. of Joplin. $618/month. Qualify
for $1,450 down. Owner finance.
800-720-8503...>MORE

2 BR NICE
Newly remodeled. All New Appliances.
$475/month. Small pet ok, very small
yard. 209 E 19th.
417-619-9858...>MORE

See all ads

Other Cool Stuff

PUGS - REGISTERED
home raised
ready to go now.

(417)327-2154....>MORE

WOOD STOVE
Century Hearth Wood Blower, used 1
season, $250. (417)781-4868....>MORE

TOY POODLE
puppy, AKC, black, male, housebroken,
$100; adult Boxers, females, make offer,
papers. 417-843-6924....>MORE

REWARD - LOST

2 Anatolian Shepherd Dogs
1 year old, large male and 5 month old
female puppy last seen near Fir Road
and B...>MORE

5TH WHEEL
2002 Kountry Star, 30’, $15,000. Clean.
Many upgrades. Call for details,
(417)476-5509....>MORE

WEIGHT EQUIPMENT

417-438-7286 or
417-438-7386....>MORE

BEDROOM SUITE
6 piece, solid oak, very ornate, $650.
(417)624-5137 after 5:30 pm...>MORE

MINIATURE SCHNAUZER
puppies, ACA registered, ears, tails, dew

claws done. Priced to sell.
(417)451-8830....>MORE

BOXER PUPPY
AKC Registered,
white, male. (417)317-8036....>MORE

ESTATE SALE
ESTATE SALE –
Friday and Saturday,
September 11-12, 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.
2735 Morgan Heights Road,
Car...>MORE
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Self Storage Construction

Call us today; convert your empty building to a Self Storage business
www.dbci.co.uk
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ProCure OKC Special
First Night Free/Free Meals Awesome Fitness
Center
www.IsolaBellaApartments.com

Invest in Ukraine
Only if you want 415% ROI from just $2,800 -
Free Brochure
ObeliskInternational.com

The Empire State Building
Get Empire State Building Tickets, Free with New
York Pass - more >...
www.newyorkpass.com/ny-empire-state

Online Sustainable Design
Courses/ Certificate, USGBC backed Boston
Architectural College
www.The-Bac.edu/green
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