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World's 20 tallest and biggest structures

Burj Dubai Tower, scheduled for completion in 2009, will soon top list

Commonly known as the “Gateway
to the West,” the St. Louis Arch,
designed by renowned architect
Eero Saarinen, marks the starting
point of the Lewis and Clark
Expedition. The arch is surrounded
by a 91-acre national park along
the Mississippi River and stands
630 feet tall. Visitors can take a
four-minute tram ride up one of
the “legs” of the arch to the
observation deck at its center for
spectacular views of St. Louis.

Dan Whobrey / www.istockphoto.com

By Paul Stasi
Forbes
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The Tower of Babel, whose top was meant to
reach unto heaven, was destroyed by an angry
God, who wished to punish human hubris and
reserve the best views for himself.

As we humans have, inevitably, built our way
back into the heavens, we have also continuously
competed over the record for the world’s tallest
building.

That record is currently held by the Taipei 101
Tower in Taiwan. Built in 2004, the Taipei 101
rises to 1,671 feet — easily beating out the
Ancient Babylonian Ziggurat scholars name as a
possible source for the biblical tower (which
stood around 300 feet tall).

Story continues below |

advertisement | your ad here

%CATIONS

com

Forbes Traveler: Luxury Travel

Forbes
America's Prettiest Towns TRAVELER
2009 Must List -
The World's Worst Taxi Rides
Outrageous Guest Requests

The Forbes Traveler 400 Best Hotels in the World

Search Flights

© Round Trip O one Way
From: To:
Leave:
I
Return:

B
Adults: Cabin:

More Airfare Predictions and Deals

£ Live Search Farecast

But Taiwan has little time to gloat. The Burj Dubai Tower is scheduled
for completion in 2009, and its height — a closely guarded secret — is

rumored to be over 2,200 feet.

Complicating matters is the definition of “tallest building” itself.
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Slideshow: World's 20 tallest and biggest

Until 1998, the Sears Tower in Chicago (1,730 feet) was considered the
tallest building in the world. Then along came Malaysia’s Petronas
Towers, whose antennae, in a direct slap at Midwestern supremacy,
extended 30 feet higher than that of the Sears Tower. (The Petronas
Towers building without the antennae is, in fact, smaller than the
Sears).

Finally two organizations — Emporis, a real estate data company
headquartered in Germany, and the imaginatively named Council on
Tall Buildings and Urban Habitat located in Illinois — stepped in to
clarify matters.

The term "building" is now defined as a “continuously inhabited
structure,” thus creating the new category of “tallest free-standing
structure,” a title currently held by the CN Tower in Toronto.
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tallest building with continuously occupied floors). Currently the
Petronas Towers has been superseded in all four categories.
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Problem would seem to be solved, though the dispute rages on in
cyberspace, where the CN Tower, for instance, still proudly refers to
itself as the “tallest building in the world.”

Of course Worrell’s Seafood Restaurant in Wilson, N.C., also claims to
have the “World Tallest Replica of the World’s Tallest Lighthouse” in its
parking lot, so clearly you can't believe everything you read on the
Internet.
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